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St. Cecilia’s 
Churchyard Clear up
Saturday 16th March at 10am

Can you spare an hour to help clear 
up the Churchyard? We would love 
to see you.

There will be refreshments.



ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES

If you would like to advertise in 
our magazine, please contact 
the editor at: littlehadhampn@
gmail.com for more details.
The Parish News is funded and 
distributed freely by St Cecila's 
Church. We really appreciate the 
support of all our advertisers to 
help cover our overheads and keep 
the Parish News in print. Please 
support them and shop local.

So if you run a business or 
service and would like to invest 
in your local magazine and reach 
over 500 homes each month 
with your product or service, 
we'd love to hear from you. 

We offer ads at 4 different sizes 
and prices from a full page to an 
eighth of a page, with discounts 
for taking a year at a time. We can 
also insert flyers for a small fee. 

You can also offer support by 
making a donation to the magazine, 
contact the editor for details. 
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Rector of the Parish:

Vacant

Administrator to the Rector:
01279 842 609
muchhadhamrectory@gmail.com

Churchwarden:

Karin Green
01279 771 532
gouldburn.green@outlook.com

Editor:

Anne Wright

littlehadhampn@gmail.com
To find out more about the life of our 
Church, please visit our website: 

www.riverashchurches.org.uk

EDITORIAL DEADLINE

All articles for inclusion and payment 
for advertising in the next issue must 
be received by the15th of the month. 

(BACS preferred, email the editor  
for details.)

Editor reserves the right to edit 
copy received, and add or omit 
pictures where necessary.

View the Parish News Online including 
back issues: www.littlehadham-
pc.gov.uk/parish_news.html

Letter from the Rectory
Father Simon Vivian

LITTLE HADHAM PARISH NEWS

The magazine is written by 
many contributors who report 
for themselves or for a club or 
organisation they represent. 
The church and production 
team does not necessarily 
agree with the opinions aired 
in any article printed here. 

The funeral of Linda Vidler (80) of The Ford, took 
place at Woollensbrook Crematorium on 10th Feb.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Ernie and family.
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With flowers blossoming, days getting 
longer, and the sun beginning to give 
us a bit more heat, it would be so easy 
to write something glib about it all 
giving us fresh hope in a world which 
is ‘particularly’ troubled at this time.

The problem is: the world has been 
‘particularly’ troubled for a long time 
now.  Indeed, because of our human 
condition and our desire to satiate 
our darker motives - pride, anger, 
greed etc - the world has ‘always’ 
been particularly troubled.

That’s certainly the Christian belief.  
All that varies is the level to which 
things are publicly kicking off in the 
world and therefore the level to which 
our newspapers and screens become 
a mirror to the dark recesses of our 
own individual hearts and minds.

Besides, whilst spring might almost 
be upon us, this particular magazine 
is published with us still in the depths 
and dark purples of Lent - the Church’s 
time of year for contemplating all that 
divides us from the grace and love of 
God.  For Christians, it shouldn’t be a 
time of superficial sentiments along 
the lines of ‘it’ll be alright on the night’.  
We’re called to give serious consideration 
to the ways in which we can follow 
more closely in Christ’s footsteps.

Of course, whilst it’s good to see the sun 
rising higher in the sky at this time of year, 

the contrast between 
darkness and light 
in our contemporary 
world is nowhere 
near as great as it was in biblical days.  
In those days, the absence of light was 
a source of great apprehension.  Those 
who ventured outside after sunset were 
exposed to potential harm, not just from 
criminals and bandits, but also from wild 
animals.  No wonder then that the Bible 
frequently refers to darkness as a symbol 
of evil - whether actual or imagined.

The prophet Isaiah penned a powerful 
message about individuals lost in 
darkness but eventually seeing a 
great light. (Isa.9:2)  But what was 
this transformative experience?  Well, 
Christians believe that the great light 
Isaiah was foretelling eventually 
appeared as a baby born in Bethlehem 
- a guiding light for all of us.

However, with Christmas behind us, we’ll 
remember the crucial bit of his life at the 
end of this month.  During Holy Week 
we’ll journey in our hearts and minds with 
Jesus to the foot of his cross as he was 
put to death.  And then we’ll celebrate 
his Easter rising to new life; a sacrifice 
of pain and suffering which shattered 
the grip of sin and death, enabling us 
all to find reconciliation with God.

So in a world which, sadly, is no more 
troubled at this time than it’s ever been, 
Christians do appreciate the longer days 
and the beautiful seasonal flowers.  But we 
also look for the only real solution to our 
woes: the healing and redemptive Easter 
light of Jesus breaking into the world.

Yours in Christ, Fr Simon
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Highways Update
The Parish Council have had a number 
of productive and promising meetings 
with Herts Highways Department in 
recent months with a particular focus on 
how we can improve the old A120 and 
in particular from a safety perspective.

Through our dialogue, we have 
successfully persuaded Herts County 
Council that the old A120 is in real need 
of further speed restriction measures. 
At the moment the plans are very much 
in concept phase and Herts County 
Council will undertake a consultation 
of the closest residents who will likely 
be most impacted by the works before 
any plans are formalised. However, it is 
likely the works will consist of some sort 
of physical speed reduction measure, 
perhaps pinch-points or chicanes, as well 
as modifications to the junction / possible 
timing changes to the lights themselves 
to deter people from using the village as 
a rat run rather than the bypass itself.

It is likely that the consultation will 
commence towards the end of this year 
so watch this space but if you have any 
questions or would like to hear more 
about the plans in the meantime, Gobi 
Ranganathan from the Bypass Team 
will be coming along to the March 
parish council meeting on 5th  March.

Carole Page
Little Hadham Parish Council

www.littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

Little Hadham Parish Council meets the first Tuesday of each month in the Village Hall.  There is 
no meeting in August or January. All residents and press are welcome to attend the meetings. 

Meeting dates – all meetings commence at 7.30pm

Agendas are posted on noticeboards and the Little Hadham Parish Council website.

5th March 2nd April 7th May 4th June
2nd July 3rd September 1st October 5th November 3rd December

clerklittlehadham@gmail.com  01920 870 809 | 07825 011 975

With regards to the issues of: painted 
over speed signs; potholes; missing 
speed signs – can I urge everyone 
to report the issues to: www.
hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/
Highways-roads-and-pavements.  
All reports are looked into, and you will 
receive an update of what is happening 
to the issue.  This looks to be the most 
efficient way to get anything done.
Saturday 16th March 2pm 
starting at the Nags Head
Wassailing involves drinking and 
singing to the health of the trees in 
the hopes of a good harvest! We need 
to awaken the sleeping tree spirits by 
banging pots and pans and generally 
making a noise!!  The event will be 
led by the Chiltern West Gallery Quire 
complete with song sheets and musical 
instruments so everyone can join in as 
well as warm themselves by the fire.

Free complimentary mulled cider or apple 
juice available from the pub as well as a 
selection of snacks to buy plus wassail 
drinks at the orchard. Free to come but 
donations towards new heritage trees for 
the orchard are very welcome! Feel free 
to dress up for the occasion! Victorian, 
Pagan, Rustic, whatever you fancy.

The procession starts outside the 
Nags Head pub at 2.30pm.

Allotment News
The allotments are looking very well cared 
for at the moment after the plot holders 
had a chance to fill a skip with years of 
unwanted allotments treasures!! There 
is one half plot vacant at the moment. 

Please get in touch with Cllr 
Carolyn Westlake to find out more. 
Email: councillorcarolynwestlake@
littlehadham-pc.gov.uk

UK Prosperity Grant Update
• Village Sign – going off 

for works to be quoted for 
refurbishment or new sign.

• Village Pump – have confirmation 
we can go ahead with the 
refurbishment – has to be like for like.

• Points of Interest Boards / 
Pudding Stone Board – with 
design team at the moment

• Community Orchard - The 
hedging plants will be arriving end 
of February/ early March. It should 
only take a couple of hours to plant 
them, but it would be lovely to have 
some of the younger people to help 
(accompanied by parent) Anyone who 
like to help would be welcome. Please 
get in touch.  
 
The outside furniture was chosen 
at the last parish council meeting. 
We will be getting a park bench 
which is slightly higher than normal 
and with arms- (helpful for aiding 
standing up!) and a picnic table that 
is designed for a buggy or wheelchair 
to be slid under as well as normal 
bench seating. Councillor Richard 
Mardell has offered to concrete 
them in to keep them secure.

• River Ash - 7 Bat Boxes and 2 
Wagtail boxes have been ordered. 
They should be arriving at the end of 
March and are made out of recycled 
materials. If anyone can help put them 
up them please get in touch. Most will 
be by the river but some bat boxes 
will be available for the hamlets. 
Still no progress from HMWT on 
their design for a notice board.

Footpaths Update 
Recent and forthcoming 
works in the parish.

• The rotting footbridges on footpath 
4 and byway 2 have been replaced. 
As an experiment, we have used 
wood-effect recycled plastic on 
these, which should las longer 
in these damp situations, as well 
as being cheaper and perhaps 
more environmentally friendly.

• Non-slip strips have been added 
to the bridle bridge recently 
installed on bridleway 36.

• Fallen trees have been cleared 
from byway 26 and bridleway 24a.

• Low branches have been cleared 
from byway 11 and bridleway 
12 by my contractor and the 
small gas cannisters have finally 
been cleared from byway 11, 
presumably by the district council.

• A contractor has been asked to 
trim back vegetation on footpath 
41 and byway 45 and to install a 
waymark post on the former to 
indicate where it enters the narrow 
alleyway. Also, to clear a fallen tree 
from the bridge on footpath 38.
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The Church Roof Fund is growing 
by the day…a huge £2,810 has now 
been donated, which is over a quarter 
of the way to our target and less 
than 2 months since our first plea 
for help!  Once again THANK YOU 
to all our generous parishioners 
and friends of St Cecilia's.

The virtual tower of coins is also on 
the rise although only about 10cm 
tall so far (£5.90), so a long way to 
go.  In our cashless world today 
you wont need those 10ps so post 
them into the collection box and 
help us to reach up to the roof!

Come and join us this month at 
the Cake Sale on Saturday 16th 
March from 11.30am.  There will 

Church Roof Fund – Update
Helen Walker

be something for everyone – sweet 
and savoury, cupcakes, traybakes, 
family-sized cakes – but don’t 
leave it too late or you’ll miss out 
on the tasty treats on offer.

Donations still always welcome – 
and if you pay UK income tax, you 
can Gift Aid any donations you make, 
adding a whopping 25% to the 
amount the Church Roof Fund will 
receive.  Just contact Karin Green 
(Church Warden) for a declaration 
form (churchwardenstcecilias@
gmail.com, tel. 01279 771 532).

More fundraising news next month…  

ST CECILIA’S CHURCH ROOF FUND
CAKE SALE

Come and join us at St Cecilia’s on 
Saturday 16th March

From 11.30am

Where you can buy cupcakes, traybakes, teatime cakes,
sweet & savoury treats for the family…or all for yourself!

Who doesn’t love a homemade cake?

Relaxing and Rebalancing Reflexology 
Treatments

Advanced Facial Reflexology
 

www.chloeburroughsreflexology.com
Phone: 07863346212

Email: 
Info@chloeburroughsreflexology.com

 
Treatment Room in Little Hadham

 

CHLOÉ BURROUGHS REFLEXOLOGY  
 

Come and experience the power of 
reflexology 

• Chiropractors
• Physiotherapy
• Osteopathy
•  Chiropody  

& Podiatry
• Sports Massage
• Acupuncture
• Hypnotherapy
• Nutritional Therapy
• GP Services
•  Yoga, Pilates & Tai Chi

01763 87 80 87 
www.attend2heath.co.uk 
27 High Street Buntingford SG9 9AB

£20  OFF
YOUR FIRST APPOINTMENT  WITH THIS ADVERT*

*Valid for Chiropractic, Osteopathy and Physiotherapy New Patients only.

A w a r d - w i n n i n g  C l i n i c

Based at Wickham Hall CM23 1JG
Contact us for appointments  

or information 
Tel: Diana 07506 693 158

Email: dianastortpark@gmail.com
Web: stortfordpark.physio

STORTFORD PARK PHYSIOTHERAPY
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We are a local horticultural society 
of approximately 130 members, 
affiliated with the Royal Horticultural 
Society.  We have for many years 
had a membership that has covered 
not only Much Hadham but also 
the Hadhams, nearby villages and 
Bishops Stortford.  We would like to 
welcome new members to join us 
for 2024.   We offer a small schedule 
/ membership booklet which gives 
information about our activities as 
well as advertising local services. 

Our activities include two horticultural 
shows, one in the spring and the 
other in the Autumn.  At the shows 
members are welcome to show the 
fruits of their labour, be it garden 
flowers, houseplants, fruits and 
vegetables, flower arranging as well 
as an opportunity to demonstrate, 
cooking skills.  There are specific 
classes for children to encourage 
our younger residents to the 
joys of growing and ecology.  

In addition to the shows there are 
occasions when we have speakers 
on relevant topics.  This year we 
have talks on water sustainability 
and bee keeping.  We have a free 

trip to Hyde Hall in August.  There 
are social events which include a 
cheese and wine evening and the 
AGM, giving ample occasions for 
you to find likeminded gardeners, 
growers or cooks.  If you would 
like to join and be a member of the 
MHHS, please contact the ‘Chair’ 
via email: mhhortsoc@gmail.com 

Our membership fee is still just 
£5 per person per year, which 
includes refreshments at the talks 
and AGM (as well your entries to 
show exhibits).  If you would like 
to join us, we will endeavour to get 
your schedule booklet to you ASAP, 
(extra £1 if we need to post it).  

Much Hadham Horticultural Society
Becky Lawson mhhortsoc@gmail.com

St. Cecilia’s 
Churchyard 

Clear up
Saturday 16th March at 10am

Can you spare an hour to help 
clear up the Churchyard? 
We would love to see you.

We need to pick up the wood 
that has fallen from the trees, 

over the winter, and tidy around 
before we can start mowing.

There will be refreshments.
Tel: 07852 576 194 Email: sales@dsparwellroofing.co.uk

Flat Roofing Repairs, Cement Work, Lead Work, Chimneys
Facias, Gutters & Sofits, VELUX installation, Emergency call out service

Pitch Roofs, Tiling, Slating

25-year guarantee to all new pitched roofs 
and a 15-year guarantee on all new flat roofs

Free no obligation quotations
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Little Hadham Primary School
Sinead Connolly, Head Teacher

The Road to Outstanding!
We are delighted to be able to share 
an update from our ungraded Ofsted 
inspection in December 2023. 

As an ungraded inspection, Ofsted 
were visiting to ensure we are still 
a ‘good’ school as last assessed 
in 2018. This inspection could not 
have resulted in a more positive 
outcome, as the report states that 
‘the evidence gathered suggests 
that the inspection grade might be 
outstanding if a graded (section 5) 
inspection were carried out now.’ 

Therefore, Ofsted will re-inspect 
Little Hadham Primary on the graded 
framework within a shorter timescale 
where hopefully they can gather 
the evidence needed for us to be 
officially graded as ‘outstanding.’

The process was very thorough 
and of course took the views of 
parents / carers, staff and pupils into 
consideration alongside observing 
teaching, social times and all 
aspects of our day-to-day practice.  

The report highlighted some 
wonderful observations about 
our school. Here are a few of my 
favourites to share with you:

• Pupils feel safe, happy and 
enjoy attending school. 
They feel included in lots of 
different aspects of school life. 
Many pupils love learning.

• The school 
has high 
expectations of pupils’ learning 
and achievement. Pupils achieve 
very well across many subjects.

• Teachers have very good subject 
knowledge. They choose highly 
effective learning activities that 
enable pupils to remember 
what has been taught.

• The school provides a broad 
programme in order to support 
pupils’ personal development. 
Pupils have many opportunities 
to engage in meaningful 
debates and make informed 
choices. There is a wide variety 
of enrichment experiences.

• Pupils’ behaviour is very good. 
They respond well to the high 
expectations that the school has 
of their behaviour and conduct.

• Pupils are rightly proud 
of their school.

We feel incredibly fortunate 
to work with such amazing 
children and such talented and 
committed staff and governors. 

We also want to thank all our 
parents and carers and other family 
members for their ongoing support.

As a reminder, Nursery applications 
are now open for enrollment in 
September 2024. The deadline is 
8 March, and application forms 
can be found on our website. 

A few weeks ago, we were very 
concerned about a lack of people to 
help with running the market at Little 
Hadham School, to the point where 
we thought January would be the 
last. However, we have now received 
sufficient offers of help from parents to 
be confident that the future of the market 
is assured for the foreseeable future.
When we were asked to take over the 
licence for the market it had been running 
successfully on the school site for some 
time. We have been really pleased to 
receive feedback from many people 
over the past month telling us they like 
the school as a location and are keen 
to see the market continue there.
The location really is key to making 
money towards additional resources 
for the children, since we do not have 
to pay a hire fee to use the school and 
all those who help to run the market 
do so on a completely voluntary basis. 
No one receives any remuneration.
We are currently intending to use the 
profits to renew some very old and tired 
equipment in the KS1 outside play area, 
something we know the children are 
excited about. This will form the next part 
of a recent project we have undertaken 
to renovate this part of the school.
Going forward, we have been taking 
on board feedback we have received, 
and so would like breakfasts to again 
become as popular as they have been in 
the past. We have drawn up a standard 
menu, which will stay the same each 
month, and will include a ‘Full English’ 
at a competitive price. We will be using 
produce provided by our stallholders to 
ensure our food is of a very high quality. 

We have also set aside a room where 
customers can sit and enjoy a chat whilst 
they eat and drink - something that proved 
very popular at last month’s market.
If you haven’t visited the market since 
it moved to the school, please consider 
giving it a try. It opens at 9am on the 
last Saturday of each month, so 
the next one is on 30th March. 
Details of stalls are on our Little Hadham 
School Farmers Market Facebook page. 
By way of an incentive, we would like 
to offer readers of the parish magazine 
a discount voucher for a free drink 
with each breakfast purchased. 

For further information please 
contact Keith on 07825 399 371.

Little Hadham Farmer's Market
Keith Hutt

Little Hadham School 
Farmers Market

voucher

Free hot drink with every breakfast
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If you have a pest problem we 
have the solution!

Don’t delay - Call us today

01279 842 881 | 07773 252 000

F L O O R I N G

R E N O V A T I O N  S E R V I C E

01279 626389
andrewbanks.co.uk

O V E R  2 5  Y E A R S  O F  Q U A L I T Y  S E R V I C E

O T H E R  P R O D U C T S  T O O !  J U S T  A S K

G A R D E N  F U R N I T U R E
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High quality creative 
education for children 

from 3-11
Emphasis on nurturing each 

child as an individual.
Care provision from 7.45am to 6.00pm 

including excellent all day nursery.

A positive active ethos that 
strives for excellent personal 
and academic development.

By far the best way to 
find out about a school 

is to visit it. 
Please phone us on 

01279 771285 to make 
an appointment.

RoseYoga 
Studio

YOGA CLASSES
I am a Power Yoga Teacher. I incorporate poses 
that will bring strength and flexibility to your 

body along with a sense of inner peace and well-
being to your mind. Start your journey today.

To suit all levels – Offering: 
• Power • Vinyasa Flow • Slow Flow • Yin 

Workshops and Sanctuary Days 
Tailored 1-2-1 Option

Please call to discuss your needs

m 07860 929379 
k jane@janeroseyoga.com  

K janeroseyoga.com 
E janeroseyoga Q

Visit me at my studio in Standon

H O W E  G R E E N
H O U S E  S C H O O L

Independent Co-ed Prep School for 4 to 11 years  
and Little Oaks Nursery School for 2 to 4 years

www.howegreenhouseschool.co.uk 
01279 657706

Will Writing & Trusts
Lasting Power of 
Attorneys (LPA’s)
Probate 
Administration 
Inheritance Tax and 
Estate Planning

01920 747208 | emma@dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk
www.dqrwillsandprobate.co.uk

See my recent reviews on Facebook: @dqrwillsprobate 

Member of The Society 
of Will Writers

TRUSTED 
STANDON BASED 
WILL WRITER

Providing a professional, friendly service, 
I offer free advice and will guide you 

through your options.
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I am running this year’s London 
marathon.  I am running for Lupus 
UK as it’s a disease very close to 
home. The marathon is something 
I’ve wanted to conquer since I 
was a child and this year I finally 
got a place through the ballot. 

Lupus is a chronic autoimmune 
disease which can attack any 
healthy part of the body. It is a 
lifelong illness which is often 
overlooked or treated too late. 
Whilst there are treatments 
to ease pain, there’s no cure 
for this debilitating disease. 

My mum has had lupus for 
over a third of her life now 
and unfortunately it does 
dictate a lot of what she can 
and can’t do. My goal is to 
raise as much awareness and 
money as possible, as well 
as making my mum proud.

Marathon for Lupus UK
Sam Marshall

Find out more and sponsor me 
by scanning the QR code here:

SKIN AND BEAUTY CLINIC 
BASED IN CHURCH END, LITTLE HADHAM 

Open Monday-Saturday By appointment only 

07507 271 508 | info@proteaskinandbeauty.co.uk |     proteaskinandbeauty

Advanced Skin Treatments
Medical Grade Skincare 
Beauty Treatments 

Traditional Pole and Clear 
Span Frame marquees for 

any occasion

www.eclecticmarquees.co.uk
01279 655386
07548 704236
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Little Hadham Gardening Club
Anne Willett

The new Events & Autumn Show 
Schedule for 2024/25 will be available 
and annual subscriptions will be due 
and remain at £10 for the year.

Please remember when you split your 
perennials to pot some up for our 
Plant Sale, which is on the 18th May.

March Gardening checklist:-
1. Cut down deciduous ornamental 

grasses left standing over winter, 
before fresh shoots appear.

2. Divide large clumps of Snowdrops  
and Winter Aconites  after flowering 
and replant to start new colonies.

3. Prune late summer flowering 
Clematis cutting stems 
back to healthy buds about 
30cms from the base.

4. Divide congested clumps of 
herbaceous perennials and 
grasses to make vigorous 
new plants for free.

5. Prune winter blooming shrubs 
such as Mahonia, Winter 
Jasmine and Heathers once 
they have finished flowering.

6. Transplant deciduous shrubs 
growing in the wrong place 
while they are dormant.

7. Prune Buddleia and Elder to the 
base to keep these vigorous 
shrubs to a reasonable size.

8. Cut away all foliage from 
Epimediums with shears before 
the spring flowers start to develop. +44  (0)  7725415826 info@supalawns.com supalawns.com

Locally  based  lawn  care  
services  and  bespoke  
treatment  programmes

Top  Dressing

Weed  &  Moss  Control

Disease  Diagnosis

Specialists  in:

Lawn  Pests

Moles

Rats  &  Mice

Bees  &  Wasps

CJ Gardening 
Services 

  

For all your gardening requirements  
 

Call CJ Gardening 07713 790545 
 

For a reliable, conscientious and trustworthy 
service. Choice of male or female gardeners. 

Customer recommendations available.  
 

Pruning - Planting - Weeding - Fencing - 
Jet washing - Seasonal tidy ups 

 
Call Johnny on 07713 790545 for a 

friendly chat about your requirements. 

 

 Hellebore

Finishes include steel & aluminium

Built-in eco filtration designed by us

01279 771 084 
www.somniumdesign.co.uk

Somnium
Bespoke contemporary water features

Patios 
Planters
Raised beds
Steps 
Paths
Grading

Willow Landscaping
Garden Design & landscape builders

Design drawings 
from £350 + vat

01279 771 084 

www.willow-land-scapes.co.uk
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Ongoing Work in Millennium and 
Stocking Wood 
Jono Forgham jonoforgham@gmail.com

February is always a busy month 
for wood based activities. Time 
for strimming back last years 
growth to make room for the plants 
to come through successfully. 
Also, time for coppicing the hazel 
and constructing wood piles.

In Millennium Wood a successful 
work party of 9 locals helped clear 
a huge area of bramble that has 
remained untouched since the 
wood was first planted. A job I have 
been meaning to do for several 
years but kept putting it off. With 
good numbers attending the work 
party it was an ideal time to tackle 
this big job and all was completed 
within 3 hard working hours.

In Stocking Wood, I continue to 
enhance the central ride habitat, 

felling tress that shade out the ride 
and prohibit the plants from coming 
through. 3 large wood piles have been 
constructed and these are already 
being checked out as potential nest 
sites by Wrens, Blue tits and Robins. A 
recording trip in unseasonably warm 
weather on Friday 16th gave the 
first views of the year of Brimstone, 
Peacock and Comma butterflies 
whilst I also recorded Lesser 
Celandine, Dog Mercury and Primula 
all in full flower. Bombus hypnorum, 
Tree Bumblebee also made the new 
for year list, so a successful survey. 

Great to see all the hard work 
that has been put in over winter 
is already showing that it was 
worthwhile and beneficial.

The final work party of the year for 
Millennium Wood will be on Sunday 
3rd March, 10 – 1pm. If we could 
get similar numbers of volunteers 
as we did this month then the wood 
will be in good shape for the Spring 

and Summer where I like to leave 
the habitat alone so not to disturb 
breeding creatures. All I tend to do 
is keep the paths clear and keep 
the nettles in check. Hope you can 
come along with loppers, strimmers, 
secateurs and bowsaws. Not to worry 
if you don’t have these tools. I have 
some you can use. Many thanks

Bob, Rick, Jane and Andy. Many thanks

Large bramble patch Job completed

Lesser celandine BrimstonePrimula

Comma

Pulling the huge brambles out
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Little Hadham Village Hall News
Jan Williamson www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com

Village Hall Open Showcase 
Event – Saturday 23rd March
It is with great excitement that we 
announce that we will be celebrating 
National Village Halls Week this 
year with an Open Showcase Event 
on Saturday 23rd March 2024. 
The idea is to open our doors to 
our local and wider communities, 
and those who may not otherwise 
have an opportunity to come into 
the hall to see the facilities on offer. 
Open from 11.30am to 2.30pm, the 
Open Showcase is FREE to attend 
and will include representations 
from local service providers and our 
own regular user groups. We will 
be welcoming the local police with 
a police vehicle and the fire and 
rescue service with a fire engine, 
so great fun for the kids too. We will 
also be welcoming enquiries from 
individuals or groups that might 
like to hire the hall.  Meet members 
of the management committee for 
a chat or just pop in and have a 
look around and engage with the 
interactive demonstrations and 
activities. Café refreshments available.  
We look forward to seeing you.

Monthly Air Fryer 
Demonstrations
We now attract many people to our 
air fryer demonstrations, making it 
necessary for all attendees book a 
place.  For the comfort of attendees, 
we have put a limit on numbers so 
please book well in advance to avoid 
disappointment. Demonstrations 

are held on the second Monday of 
each month. Booking our events is 
very  easy, simply email vice-chair@
littlehadhamvillagehall.com to ask 
to join our emailing list for regular 
updates of ‘What’s On’ and receive 
a direct email link to book. If you are 
unable to email, please call (01279) 
771 272 to leave a message.

Welcome Café – Service 
Provider Drop In
We continue to work closely with 
local service providers to support our 
community and in February, we were 
pleased to welcome Hertfordshire 
Constabulary and their prevention first 
initiative.  Our café users were able 
to receive crime prevention advice 
and an opportunity to sign up to OWL, 
their neighbourhood watch scheme.  

On Wednesday 6th March, 
Citizens Advice East Herts, will 
be holding a Mobile Advice Session 
on How to Save Money on Utility 
Bills.  Pop in between 11am and 
2pm, to meet David Metin, one of the 
specialist debt and money advisers.  
He will also be able to provide advice 
and tips on how to save money on 
your utility bills.  He will cover social 
tariffs and smart meters.  If you bring 
your utility bills with you, David will 
be able to help you understand the 
information they contain. I am sure 
you agree this is a great opportunity 
not to be missed.  Anyone popping 
into the Welcome Café and staying 
for lunch, will need to come early 
to book your meal by 11.30am.

Bereavement 
sessions
We are a small group 
who like to share how 
we a coping with our 
bereavement and the 
difficulties we can 
face in the aftermath 
of a loss. We have a 
group meeting held 
on the third Tuesday 
of each month from 
10am to 11.30am. For 
the other Tuesdays 
in the month, we can 
offer a 1:1 with one of 
our support workers 
which needs to be 
booked through Jan 
Williamson : 07710 
325 363.  There 
are two, one-hour 
slots available on 
Tuesday (except 
third Tuesday) from 
10am to 11am or 
11.15am to 12.15pm.  These hourly 
sessions allow us the opportunity 
to get a more private and sensitive 
insight to how we may help you 

through this very difficult time.  
Our group meeting is available for 
when you feel ready to share your 
bereavement with other people.

If you would like to know more about anything in this article please phone Jan 
Williamson on: 01279 771 272 or email: chairvillagehall@littlehadham.org.uk

Red Chair Community Afternoon Cinema
Our next relaxed film screening is Florence Foster Jenkins (2016) 
– Monday 16th April. Doors open at 2.30pm with film starting 
promptly at 3pm. Email redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.
com to let us know you are coming, or you are welcome to turn 
up on the day.  Entry is £5 per person, including tea/coffee.
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
MONDAY'S
Mum's Matter (Mother & Baby Group)  10 – 11:30am  

TUESDAY'S
Brownies    5:45 – 7pm  Term Time Only

Bereavement Group Meeting Every THIRD Tuesday of the month (1-1 every   
    other Tuesday from 10am - 12:15 by appointment  
    ring Jan 01279 771 272)

WEDNESDAY'S
Welcome Cafe   10am – 2pm  No need to book just drop in and enjoy!

Chair Yoga   11am – 11:45  Mark Druman 07368 293 062

Digital Improvers drop in  2 – 3:30pm  Jan 01279 771 272
Fitsteps    6 – 7pm   Jacqui: 07731 454 228

THURSDAY'S
Mike's Bowls Club  2 – 4pm   

FRIDAY'S
Fancy Feet children's dance class 4 – 5:30pm Term Time Only  Hannah 07538 262 835
Indoor Bowls    7:30 – 10pm  except 2nd Friday

FORTNIGHTLY
Tuesday 12th & 26th  2 – 4pm  Turn up & Play Scrabble (£3 per session)  
      Annette: 07926 088 202

Wednesday 6th & 20st  12:30 –1:30pm Tai Chi (Sarah Baker 07740 701 102)

Wednesday 13th & 27th   12:30 –1:30pm Virtual Cycle Studio  
     (Karl.puranik@aitc.org.uk or Adam Howard 07538 706 560)

MONTHLY
5th  7pm   Parish Council Meeting

8th   7pm    Red Chair Cinema Club    
   Membership required, contact: redchaircinema@littlehadhamvillagehall.com

11th  7 - 9pm   Air Fryer Demonstration (1st Monday in the month)
  Book through Jan 07710 325 363 or email: vice-chair@littlehadhamvillagehall.com
14th  10 – 12 noon   Community Breakfast morning 01279 771 272

What’s On in March @ LH Village Hall
See website www.littlehadhamvillagehall.com for latest details NOTICEBOARD

Thank you!
We would like to thank 
all the people who 
came to my mum's 
funeral (Linda Vidler) 
and for the cards, it 
was overwhelming 
the amount of people 
who came to the 
funeral. It meant so 
much to all of us,

Darren, Ernie, 
Dominic, Vied, Thierry, 
Pierre, and Kensei

ADDITIONAL EVENTS 
AT THE VILLAGE HALL

19th 7:30 - 9:30pm Garden Club

23rd  11:30am - 12:30pm  
Celebrating Village Hall's 
Week - Open Showcase:
Free to attend open event. You are 
invited you to come along to the hall 
to have a look around and meet the 
service providers we work with and 
the user groups that regularly hire 
the hall.  See details p.20

Hadham Cross 
Congregational Church
We meet every Sunday at 11 a.m. in the Church. We would love to see you and everyone is welcome.
• We shall be having an extra service on Good Friday at 10.30 a.m.  in the Church.
• There will be a General Church Meeting at The Congregational Church on Monday 11th March at 2pm. Please do come along  and join us and find out more about us.
• Our Church Hall is available for hire.
• Urgent help is required to play the organ at our 11am. Sunday Morning Service. Can you help us - we would love to hear from you. Further details about this or anything connected to the Church from - Kathy Hamilton 843 756.

Church Deacons: Brenda Coleshill 01279 842 800 | Kathy Hamilton 01279 843 756
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Meet Your Local Business: Elly Cornish

Wood Bros was 
started in a Bethnal 
Green stable in 

the East End of London by 
a small team of furniture 
makers. Through the Roaring 
20's, with its flappers, jazz, 
Charleston, the general 
strike, and the Wall Street 
Crash, with the boom and 
bust affecting everyone. 
During the war there had 
been many restrictions 
meaning only ‘utility’ 
furniture was allowed to be 
made. Wood Bros moved down the 
River Lea to the current factory in 
Marsh Lane, Ware and it was here that 
the founder HW Wood created the 
well known ‘Old Charm’ oak range of 
traditional cabinet furniture. Inspired 

by history and tradition Old Charm is 
still going today, blending heritage, 
design and fine craftsmanship. Some 
of these current classic designs 
have remained unchanged from 
the originals of 50 years ago.

During this time, Wood Bros 
won the Queen's Award for 
Exporting, furnishing the most 

prestigious national project of the 
1960’s, the ocean going transatlantic 
liner, the Queen Elizabeth II and many 
other Cunard liners. Wood Bros was 
also responsible for making its own 
version of the Great Bed of Ware as 
well as an enormous replica of King 
Arthur’s round table! Wood Bros is 
still an active participant of the local 
community and is currently involved 
with higher education environmental 
projects with the University of 
Hertfordshire and Harris Tweed as 
well as collaborating with the National 
Trust. Wood Bros continues to be a 
thriving family run business today.

Wood Bros has also evolved 
beyond its cabinet roots 
with the creation of a large 

upholstery collection. Its sofa range 
continues to develop stylistically to 
include a variety of contemporary and 
traditional designs, with an emphasis 
on tailoring, comfort, and style. They 
have collaborated with Abraham Moon 
and Harris Tweed among other UK 
fabric manufacturers, and are proud to 
offer designs and styles for all interiors.

Wood Bros 
offers a wide 
range of home 

accessories from 
cushions and throws to 
lampshades and fabric-
by-metre, all available 
to help you furnish your 
home. “Our workshops 
of skilled craftsmen 
are on hand for 
refurbishment projects 
and are experienced 
in reupholstering 
and restoring sofas 
and cabinets alike” 
explains MD James 
Sheffield. “Come and 
visit us in our extensive 
Ware showrooms and 
meet the friendly and 
knowledgeable  team!”

Wood Bros Furniture Ltd, Marsh 
Lane, Ware, Herts SG12 9QH

01920 469 241 | woodbros.co.uk

* Please see our ad on p.27 for 20% off your first order with us!

Celebrating a Century! Wood Bros Furniture celebrates 100th Anniversary
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Independent Family Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 
Est 1892 

Always here when you need us… 
 

• Arrangements in the comfort of your 
own home, if preferred 

• Private Chapels of Rest 
• Prepaid funeral planning services 
• Traditional & contemporary funerals to 

suit your wishes 

enquiries@drobinson.co.uk  ~  www.drobinson.co.uk 
 

79/81 South Street 
BISHOP’S STORTFORD 

01279 655477 

3 Bullfields 
SAWBRIDGEWORTH 

01279 722476 

Many of you will know that the formal 
name for bell ringing is campanology 
but did you know that church 
bellringing is particularly English.

To quote some statistics there are 
6,699 rings of bells (bells that can be 
rung by bell ringers) in England listed 
on the internet in ‘Doves Guide’ but 
only 227 in Wales, 24 in Scotland and 
196 in the rest of the world of which 
61 are in Australia and 48 in the USA. 

Dove’s guide was written by Ronald 
Dove and is a guide to towers 
throughout the world with bells 
used for change ringing and other 

St Cecilia's Church Bells
Quasi

bells of interest with details of their 
weights, where they were cast, 
casting date and other details.

The ‘Ringing World’ is the bellringers 
weekly newspaper, founded in 
1911 and is still in publication, 
and records peal performances. 

Originally peals were reported in 
the local press, the first peal at 
Bishop’s Stortford was reported in 
the Chelmsford Chronicle in 1772. 

Other historic publications included 
‘Church Bells’ and ‘Bell news’ - bell 
ringing was big news in the 1800’s.

Terms and Conditions see instore for details

20%
OFF 
with this 

advert

Marsh Lane, London Road, Ware, Hertfordshire, SG12 9QH

Online woodbros.co.uk Showroom in Ware

01920 469241

Come and visit our Ware showroom to see a huge 
range of our bestselling cabinet and upholstery

 Choose from a wide selection of upholstery 
designs in tweeds, velvets, leathers and more... 

UPHOLSTERY | CABINET | FABRIC | ACCESSORIES
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Local Solicitors Donate Will Writing 
Services Throughout March to 
Raise Funds for Isabel Hospice

Throughout March, multiple 
local solicitors have agreed 
to offer their basic will writing 
services free of charge, in return 
for a donation to Hertfordshire 
based charity, Isabel Hospice. 

A shocking 60% of people in UK do 
not yet have a will written and writing 
a will is the only way to be sure that 
your wishes are followed after your 
death and the people and causes 
you care about are still supported 
when you are no longer here.

To take part, all you have to do is find 
your nearest participating solicitor 
online at isabelhospice.org.uk/
MakeAWill and give them a call or 
email to make an appointment.

Suggested donations to Isabel 
Hospice are £120 for a single 
basic will and £175 for a pair 
of mirror basic wills.

Appointments are limited and 
allocated on a first come, first 
served basis so it is advisable 
to contact your chosen solicitor 
as soon as possible.

Isabel Hospice’s Make a Will 
Month takes place between 
March 1st and March 31st 2024.

If you have any queries about 
Isabel Hospice’s Make a Will 
Month contact Conor Williams on 
Conor.Williams@Isabelhospice.
org.uk or call 01707 954 817.

What’s been happening?
We are delighted to share the news that 
the museum has been awarded full 
Accreditation status by Arts Council 
England, for achieving national standards 
in looking after the museum collections, 
exhibitions, displays and projects 
working with different audiences.

As part of the process we produce 
plans that cover Access, Audience 
Development, Conservation Management 
and future development. With Accredited 
status, the museum is eligible to apply for 
grants to help fund the planned projects, 
so there is still much work to be done.

Early Opening For Families 
At Easter Weekend 
Sat 30th & Sun 31st March & 
Mon 1st April from 2 – 5pm 

Family ticket £7, Tea room open 
for teas, coffees, juices & cake.

Cristina Harrison
hadham.museum@btinternet.com

– Join in with our community 
build – help us make the best bug 
hotel for the museum garden!

– Find and collect 6 Easter 
characters around the garden 
to claim a chocolate treat!

– Decorate your own hanging 
wooden egg at our craft table! 

– Pop inside the museum for a look 
around our amazing displays!

– Free Exhibition “The People of 
The Palace” Apr 5th - Dec 15th  

There has been a Palace at Much 
Hadham for over 1000 years. This 
exhibition explores the stories and 
experiences of the people who have 
lived there from Royal guests to confined 
lunatics and wartime evacuees.

We need volunteers to help us 
achieve our future plans. To find 
out more, please contact us:

hadham.museum@btinternet.com

01279 843301 | 07483 113345 

www.hadhammuseum.org.uk

                             @HadhamMuseum

Bespoke ponds & water features

Fish ponds, wildlife ponds, swim ponds

Child safe streams & pondless waterfalls

Brook House, Albury
01279 771 084 | 07889 655 908
www.creativecascades.co.uk

enquiries@creativecascades.co.uk
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The Hadhams' History Society 
was created in 2011 in association 
with the Forge Museum, to cover 
the Local History of the Parishes 
of Little Hadham and Much 
Hadham.   Over the years members 
have enjoyed learning about the 
history of our communities the 
local area and other more general 
aspects of local history, but the 
Covid outbreak meant that we were 
unable to hold meetings on a regular 
basis.   Because of this residents 
who have recently moved into The 
Hadhams may not be aware of the 
Society.  Details are given below.

We meet in Much Hadham Village 
Hall on a monthly basis (normally the 
evening of the 4th Thursday of the 
month at 7.45 p.m. for an 8.00 p.m. 
start.   The yearly membership fee 
is currently £12 per person and the 
next meeting is on the 28th March 
when Sarah Kerrison of Hertfordshire 
Archives and Local Archives will 
talk about "Land Girls, Brocket 

Babies and Beyond".   As a taster 
for the coming months, talks are 
scheduled on - "The Barlow Family 
local Doulton Artists", " Hadham 
Towers and the Doll Family", "The 
History of Agriculture" and a Map 
Evening featuring Large Scale 
Historic (Victorian) Maps of Both 
Hadhams Stansted Abbots and Local 
Villages".   Planned events include 
talks on the Roman Road between 
Braughing and Chesterford, the 
Buntingford Railway and a visit to 
The Gibberd Garden in Harlow.

We are a very friendly group and if 
you would like to join please e-mail 
(katieh69@btinternet.com) with 
your contact details in order for you 
to receive up to date information.   
Alternatively you may wish to join at 
one of our monthly meetings where 
we also welcome visitors for a small 
fee.   We will recommence putting 
notices of future meetings and 
updates in both Much Hadham and 
Little Hadham Parish Magazines.

www.thehadhamshistorysociety.org.uk

 S.Southgate
Carpentry Services

Free Estimates with no obligation
Kitchen Fitting & Tiling

Door Hanging
Skirtings / Architraves

Wood Flooring
General DIY & Maintenance

22 Years’ Carpentry experience

07971 228735
s.southgatecarpentryservices

@hotmail.co.uk

RELIEVE INSOMNIA
PAIN MANAGEMENT
PREGNANCY

MUSCLE REPAIR
STRESS & ANXIETY RELIEF
MEDITATION

BENEFITS OF FLOATATION

Kathleen Hamilton
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Nature Notes
Jono Forgham jonoforgham@gmail.com
Had a busy month with nature 
activities apart from all that is 
happening in both Stocking 
and Millennium Wood (see 
separate article p.18.)

A two day trip to North Norfolk in the 
middle of February was productive 
even if the weather on day 1 was 
dreadful and really limited photo 
possibilities. Day 2 started much 
better but slowly deteriorated so I 
headed to Welney Reserve not far 
from Ely and got some pleasing 
photos in better light. In total, 95 
bird species were recorded over the 
2 days, including ledss frequently 
seen species such as Brambling, 
Hen Harrier, Long Tailed duck, 
Scaup, Cattle egret and Water rail.

I gave 3 presentations for the RSPB 
this month in Reading, Gravesend 
and Maidstone, covering the Birds 
of The Camargue, Birds of Southern 
Portugal and the 874 species of 
all wildlife that I discovered in 
our garden during Lockdown.

Also, a trip to the Essex coast was 
productive with visits to Holland 
Haven, Wrabness, Manningtree 
and Mistley Quay with each habitat 
offering good views of the birds, 
including Purple Sandpiper, Red 
breasted Merganser and Goldeneye. 

Locally, several walks around the 
parish have shown there to be 
good numbers of Yellowhammers 
over wintering and a Marsh tit in 
Stocking Wood was also pleasing 
as this is a rapidly declining 
species in the south east.

Sanderling

Linnet

Pochard

Scaup Water Rail

Whooper Swan

Tree Sparrow & House Sparrow

Female Tufted Duck

Common Gull

Brent Geese
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The Hundred 
Parishes Society

Ken McDonald
wwwhundredparishes.org.uk

We are fortunate today that we have a 
benefit system to help vulnerable people. 
In the past, the less fortunate relied on 
parish relief or the generosity of the 
better-off. Some wealthy benefactors left 
money for the provision of almshouses. 
You can see an article on almshouses 
on the Hundred Parishes website at 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk.

Other philanthropists helped the poor 
by giving money in a variety of ways. 
Some churches record the benevolence 
of these donors on large “benefactor” 
boards. For example, in St. Peters, Ugley 
we are told on one board that Robert 
Bucke, a draper, in his will of 1620 gave 
3 suits of clothes to 3 poor men and 
3 suits to 3 poor women with hats, to 
be given every third year “for ever”.

Just a few miles away in Manuden’s 
parish church, a board describes 
three benefactors, one of whom is 
the same Robert Bucke. Here he 
gives the same number of suits to 
the poor of Manuden, here with 
additional hats, shoes and stockings.

In Little Hadham the church of St. Cecilia 
has a board recording that Miss Ann 
Scott, in her 1865 will, left dividends to the 
rector and church wardens to distribute 
bread on Shrove Sunday each year “at 
their discretion” to the poor of the Parish. 

Hatfield Broad Oak’s Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin has a brass plaque 
describing the generosity of John 
Gobert. He left £600 in his will of 1623 
for the purchase of land, the proceeds 

from which were to be distributed in a 
variety of ways including £4 per annum 
to the town of Hatfield Broad Oak. His 
heir Sir John Barrington subsequently 
bought the manor of Keeres in Aythorpe 
Roothing to comply with the will. 

Please look out for more 
proclamations of generosity.

U
gl

ey
M

an
ud

en

Little Hadham

Hatfield Broad Oak
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01245 860354
OSLCONTRACTS.COM

Beautiful loft conversions ..... 
   at affordable prices.

VST 
PAINTING & 
DECORATING

Laurence Baldwin
laurence@vstdecorating.co.uk

07989 968 278

Your resident decorator

Fully Insured

     
Bishop’s Stortford Chimney Services 

 
Office: 01279 771462 
Mobile: 07990 770883 

 
• Chimney sweeping 
• Stove installation 

• Maintenance & repairs 
• Pots & cowls fitted 
• Certificates issued 
• Free estimates 

 
bishopstortfordchimneyservices.co.uk 

richard.mardell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

Yesteryear, sporting activities, along 
with pub life, were the bedrock of social 
activity and cohesion in rural villages 
and our village was no exception. 
There were numerous pubs along 
the main road from Little Hadham to 
Widford and the Recreation Ground in 
Hadham boasted cricket, tennis, three 
football teams and Bowls. Habits have 
changed and whilst tennis appears 
to be thriving (well done to those 
who run the club) cricket has gone, 
football is reduced to one team and the 
numerous pubs are down to just two. 
Bowls has also known better times – 
for gone are the days when there was 
a waiting list to become a member!

It is fair to say that the Bowls green 
and Clubhouse have been under-used 
for some time particularly in relation 
to maintenance costs and despite the 
self-help that goes into it. That backdrop 
set us about looking for ways to defray 
some of the costs AND provide the 
village with additional amenities.

In 2022 we tentatively trialled croquet, 
concerned that it may cause damage to 
the Green, but thankfully it did not and 
Croquet was played throughout 2023 
season and our membership fee gave 
access to either bowls, croquet or both. 
We hope to see the croquet section 
grow in popularity this coming season.

Since Covid we have also been steadily 
developing our social activities as not 
everyone may wish or be able to play 
bowls or croquet but would enjoy our 
social evenings and events.  Wednesday 
evening is our Club night throughout 
the year and last September/October 
we ran a series of four “ mini galas 

Talking Bowls...or Something
Jack Much Hadham Bowling Club: Recreation Ground, Much Hadham SG10 6DL

followed by a £5 ‘one pot’ hot meal that  
proved popular with players and non-
players. Next was a Halloween themed 
evening which included pumpkin 
soup; a quiz afternoon in November; 
Christmas Fayre in December and 
Burns Night with scotch broth etc. in 
January. All these events are additional 
to our regular Club nights when people 
chat over a drink from the bar (club 
prices), maybe play darts or cards 
with cribbage gaining popularity.

Our next function is on Sunday 17 
March when we don green and go Irish 
for St. Patrick's Day and it promises to 
be lively. With a 2 course hot lunch – 
Irish fare of course - and Wheelie on his 
keyboard playing sing-a-long Irish songs 
and jigs to dance to (a jig leader will be 
getting our feet tapping on the floor)

Social membership costs just 
£15 for the year and gives access 
to all coming functions and the 
clubhouse whenever it is open.

If you think you may like to join us 
to play bowls, croquet or become a 
social member call 01279 842 637

Hope you all have wintered well.
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Stansted’s 
Best Kept Secret

Paintings by  
Anne McCormack RI SWA

Viewing details & opening times visit:

annemccormack.com

Gallery @
MOUNTFITCHET
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Jill Goldsmith
www.eastonlodge.co.uk

In February work 
progressed fast on the 
second half of the new 
path to make sure it 
was ready for visitors 
on snowdrop days, but 
unfortunately the good 
weather for pathbuilding 
also meant the snowdrops 
coming up fast and 
being rather ahead of 
themselves, making us 
nervous for our snowdrop 
days. So what March will 
bring is anyone’s guess!

Daffodil season will 
probably start early, so why 
not consider a Group Visit 
for March? The Gardens 
don’t open on Thursdays 
until April, so a Group 
Visit is the only way to 
see the daffodils in the 
Lime Wood at their best. 
Last year we welcomed 
the retired International Daffodil 
Registrar to the Gardens. She found 
many daffodils that resembled the 
17 old varieties that she identified 
in her 2003 survey. They were 
probably planted at the time that 
Peto redesigned the Gardens for 
the Countess of Warwick. The main 
catalogue available then supplied 
more than 400 varieties. Now Kew 
reckons that 36 wild varieties have 
been identified and there are over 
26,000 cultivated varieties. So, open 

your eyes to daffodils this year! If you 
want to arrange a Group Visit for more 
than 10 people on a Thursday, please 
contact enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk 

This month we will be holding 2 
New Volunteers’ Days on Saturday 9 
March and Thursday 14 March. Our 
volunteers love spending time at the 
Gardens, nearly whatever the weather. 
There are tasks suitable for all and the 
opportunity to make new friends. For 
more information go to our website: 
www.eastonlodge.co.uk/whats-on . 
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Your local service provider for all effluent and 
liquid waste removal including:

• Cesspits
• Septic tanks
• Klargesters and Bio disks

LTH Waste Removal
Effluent & Liquid Waste Removal

LTH provides a personal, professional and efficient 
service at a very competitive rate.

For a free quotation, and site visit if required, 
please call us on: 

01279 504638 
01371 873003

or email:
info@luxurytoilethire.co.uk

JORDAN OIL BURNER SERVICES
ESTABLISHED 1968

An independent oil boiler commissioning,
servicing & breakdown company

OFTEC Registered

All our vans carry a range of genuine boiler spares

81 Lingfield Road, Stevenage, Herts SG1 5SQ

Tel: 01438 355583 / Mob: 07831 364607

www.jordanoil.co.uk

 

                             *******

Nobody expects to sail through old 
age with no problems, but as I peer 
into my pill box – yes, the time has 
come to get one of those old-age pill 
boxes which hold each day’s delights 
-  I wonder just what my stomach 
would be saying, if only I could hear it!

Take your pick with the colours – they 
range from pure white to blood red… 
and everything in between!

When I go to collect my monthly 
medications, I trundle out with 
a bag full to bursting- It’s really 
embarrassing. And yet, when I do go 
to see a doctor, I find myself saying 
‘I’m fine’ in response to their question 
’How are you feeling?’

Perhaps the correct answer would be 
“Well, where shall I start?” We all knew 
that old age was no fun, but nobody 
told me just how un-jolly it was!

It is not so much what is wrong with 
me, it is more that, whatever I’ve got, 
I’ve probably got it for the rest of 
my life!

Rural Ramblings
Cherry Mardell

My mother was a remarkable 
woman… not only did she manage 
to bring up two very different and 
difficult children (Sis was clever and 
I was the tearaway) but as a young, 
single woman she trained at RADA, 
(the Royal Society of Dramatic Art).
This was in the days when you didn’t 
put your daughter on the stage, it just 
wasn’t the ‘done thing’!

I always felt that, given the chance, 
she would really have chosen to be 
a full time actress rather than be a 
mother! But she managed to produce 
two girls – (much to my father’s 
disgust), and she filled what spare 
time she had producing and acting in 
“am drams”

Once we had both left home, mother 
decided to rekindle her acting 
career. One agent saw her potential 
… and, suddenly I used to see her in 
newspapers with her face advertising 
such things as whisky!   Another 
agent put her forward for Dad’s Army, 
and she became one of the cast, 
while we basked in reflected glory 
every time she appeared! And yes, 
although she has long gone, I still get 
to see her occasionally on ‘repeats’!

My children won’t be able to tell 
such rich stories about their mum. 
I loved my work as a journalist and 
their young lives centred around 
my moving from one newspaper to 
another. Hardly a giddy existence, and 
no comparison with my Ma and her 
amazing life!



Lent 3

3rd Mar

Mothering 
Sunday

10th Mar

Lent 5

17th Mar

Palm 
Sunday

24th Mar

Good Friday

29th Mar

Easter Day

31st Mar

St 
Andrew’s

Much 
Hadham

9:15am

Benefice 
Holy 

Communion
Rev Canon 
Dr Tim Bull

12 - 1pm

Joint St 
Andrew's & 
Holy Cross 

Walk of Witness 
(Starting from 

Congregational 
Church)

1 - 3pm

Benefice 
Good Friday 
Reflection at 
St Andrew's

Rev June Knight

9:15am

Benefice 
Holy 

Communion 

Rev June 
Knight

St 
Cecilia’s 

Little 
Hadham

11.15am

Benefice 
Holy 

Communion 
or Morning 

Prayer

St Mary’s 
Albury

11:15am

Benefice 
Holy 

Communion 
or Morning 

Prayer

11:15am

Benefice 
Holy 

Communion 

Rev June 
Knight

Parish Services March 2024
Benefice of: Little Hadham | Much Hadham | Albury

Sat 16th  4:30pm  Messy Church at St Andrew's Church

Sat 23rd  3pm  A Journey to Jerusalem - Juan Salinas

Mon 25th 7pm  Joint St Andrew's & Holy Cross Stations of the Cross

Wed 27th 7pm  Joint St Andrew's & Holy Cross Stations of the Cros

Thur 28th 10am  Little Hadham Communion - Revd Gaz Tracey s

Thur 28th 7:30pm  MAUNDY THURSDAY:     
    Holy Communion & stripping of the altar Rev June Knight

All are welcome to join our services 
 

OTHER SERVICES:


